
 

Laminaria digitata 
Oarweed

Distribution Atlantic coasts of Europe, Baltic 
Sea & Black Sea

Habitat On hard substrates in exposed 
areas. Can tolerate brackish water

Depth range Lower intertidal - subtidal, 1-20 m

Seasonality March - August (Maine Coast)

Use Food additives, thickeners, gelling 
agents

Cultivation & 
harvesting

Longlines 

Habitat suitability maps for L. digitata: optimal habitat is colored red and poor habitat is colored blue. From left to right: map created with 
environmental variables (temperature, heat, salinity, turbidity, irradiance, nitrate), map created with environmental variables, depth and 
marine spatial planning, map created with impact of climate change on the habitat suitability (2100, RCP 8.5) (Westmeijer et al., 2019)

 Geographical distribution on OBIS 
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R Obis package to explore occurrence data  & sdmpredictor package to create SDM maps 
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