
*NIS = Non-Indigenous Species 

Bivalves present in Belgian marine waters 
 

 Common name Scientific name Adult size 
 

NIS* Habitat/structures 
colonized 

Main period of larval 
presence 

Period of larval 
settlement 

 

Blue mussel Mytilus edulis 5 – 10 cm No Windmill pilings Spring Spring 

 

Pacific oyster Crassostrea 
gigas 

8 – 40 cm  Yes Native mussel 
beds 
(Offshore) buoys 

Summer Summer 

https://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=140480
https://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=140656
http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=image&tid=140656&pic=66400
http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=image&tid=140480&pic=67729


*NIS = Non-Indigenous Species 

 

Atlantic razor clam Ensis leei 16 – 17 cm  Yes Floating docks 
Native mussel 
beds 
Oyster reefs 

Spring 
(Lasts up to 10-27 

days) 

Spring 
(after they’ve reached 

± 210 µm) 

 

Mediterranean 
mussel 

Mytilus 
galloprovincialis 

5 – 8 cm  Yes Ships’ hulls Not known for the 
Belgian waters 

(Spring – Early summer 
in the Bay of Biscay) 

Not known for the 
Belgian waters 

(Spring - Summer in 
the Bay of Biscay) 

 

Zebra mussel Dreissena 
polymorpha 

3 – 5 cm  Yes Ships’ hulls 
Coastal defense 
structures 
Fishing nets 
Aquaculture cages 
Pipe blockage 

Spring – Summer 
(2-4 weeks) 

Spring – Summer 

https://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=876640
https://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=140481
https://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=140481
https://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=181566
http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=image&tid=181566&pic=57160
http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=image&tid=140481&pic=67731
http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=image&tid=876640&pic=57191


*NIS = Non-Indigenous Species 

 

Transverse ark Anadara 
transversa 

2 – 3 cm Yes Shellfish 
aquaculture 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

(Summer in the 
northern Adriatic Sea) 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

 

Asian data mussel Arcuatula 
senhousia 

1 – 3.5 cm Yes Coastal defense 
structures 
Jetties 
Seaweeds 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

(Late winter in the 
northern Adriatic Sea) 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

(Settle after a 
planktonic life stage of 

3-6 weeks) 

 

Pacific jewel box Chama pacifica 6 – 8 cm Yes Ships’ hulls Not known for Belgian 
waters 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

https://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=156734
https://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=505946
https://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=139120
http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=image&tid=156734&pic=50812
http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=image&tid=139120&pic=56862
http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=image&tid=505946&pic=134974


*NIS = Non-Indigenous Species 

 

Asian clam Corbicula 
fluminea 

2.5 – 6.5 
cm 

Yes Ships’ hulls 
Plants 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

 

Variable mussel Brachidontes 
pharaonis 

Up to 4 cm Yes Ships’ hulls 
Coastal defense 
structures 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=181580
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=140437
http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=image&tid=181580&pic=52196
http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=image&tid=140437&pic=65544


*NIS = Non-Indigenous Species 

 

Quagga mussel Dreissena 
rostriformis 

bugensis 

3 – 4 cm Yes Ships’ hulls 
Buoys 
Harbors 
Coastal defense 
structures 
Pipe blockage 

Not known for Belgian 
waters  

(September in Nevada, 
USA) 

 
 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

(October – December 
in Nevada, USA) 

 

Conrad’s false 
mussel 

Mytilopsis 
leucophaeata 

1.3 – 2.7 
cm  

Yes Ships’ hulls 
Pipe blockage  

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=234115
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=156887
http://www.marinespecies.org/aphia.php/aphia.php?p=taxdetails&id=156887
http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=image&tid=505319&pic=75645
http://marinespecies.org/aphia.php?p=image&tid=156887&pic=75769


*NIS = Non-Indigenous Species 

 

Atlantic rangia Rangia cuneata 2.5 – 6 cm Yes Harbors 
Pipe blockage 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

(Fall & winter in the 
James River,  

USA) 

Not known for Belgian 
waters 

(Early to midsummer 
& late fall to winter in 
the James River, USA) 
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